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Abstract

My thesis for the Moving Image Archiving and Preservation program at New York University
focused on disaster planning in audiovisual archives. I chose this topic because 2 of my 3
internships during this program had floods in their histories and while most materials were
spared, it made me think deeply about how community archives can be at such a disadvantage in
terms of resources, but truly depend on their communities, whether full of AV archives experts
and/or people who have dealt with floods or not. My idea for making the contents of my thesis
more relatable to more institutions was to also create a zine as a condensed version of the thesis,
where institutions could also write out their own disaster plans to prepare for the future. As
weather gets more severe around the globe and our governments not only threaten to withhold
funding for these groups at all but especially in the wake of natural disasters, our community
archives and the unique stories they share are truly in a precarious position. I want this thesis and
especially the zine accompaniment to be open access and the start of an ongoing project, perhaps
one that even carries on beyond my involvement.
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