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Abstract

During the 2024-2025 academic year, Pepperdine University was confronted with two wildfires:
the Franklin Fire of December 2024 and the Palisades Fire of January 2025. These fires directly
impacted the students, faculty, and staff of Pepperdine’s Malibu campus as well as the larger
Malibu community. Our students and neighbors found themselves at the center of national
attention as their footage and experiences were broadcast on national news outlets. A year later,
Pepperdine Special Collections and University Archives is thinking critically about how to create
an archival record of these events. It is our hope that our efforts will give community members
agency to create a record of the fires from their perspective and in their voice. We’re asking them
to share written accounts and oral histories as well as photos, videos, and social media posts. We
recognize that this process will ask them to revisit difficult memories. As a result, we are
adopting a trauma-informed approach to collecting that centers the needs of our community. We
are collaborating with the student counseling center to provide meaningful support and safe
spaces throughout the donation process. We hope our efforts will be a part of an ongoing process
of healing for Pepperdine and Malibu, and we anticipate it will push us to change the way we
collect going forward.
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