Manuscripts and Archives at the University of California: Benchmarking
Collections, Backlogs, and Processing Practices across Repositories

LAUREL MCPHEE, AUDRA EAGLE YUN, KATE DUNDON, COURTNEY DEAN,
ELVIA ARROYO-RAMIREZ

Abstract

The Guidelines for Efficient Archival Processing in the University of California Libraries has
been an influential resource for archivists nationwide since its publication in 2012. This research
project seeks to understand the Guidelines's impact on backlogs, collection management policies,
and day-to-day archival practices over the last dozen years across the UC Libraries, by taking a
fresh look at current practices, collections, and perspectives. Our research will assess how the
Guidelines's strategies for managing materials, accessioning, and processing have or have not
been effective.

Our research will answer the following questions: (1) What elements of the Guidelines have been
successfully adopted in archival collections management at the UC over the last ten years?; (2)
Has a systemwide mandate for efficient processing helped UC libraries cope with significant
backlogs?; and (3) If not, what are the practical barriers to implementation of efficient processing
and successful collection management?
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