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Abstract 
Zine scholarship emphasizes the alternative nature of zines and their dual focus on individualism 
and community. Existing research on zine libraries is largely concerned with practical questions 
such as establishing and maintaining a zine collection or best practices for cataloging zines. For 
the most part, zine library scholarship is written by zine librarians for zine librarians.This study 
surveyed both zine librarians and zine creators to learn about their actual and ideal interactions 
and relationships with each other. 

The study found that zine librarians and zine creators often have interactions with each other and 
collaborate in multiple areas of zine librarianship, including acquisition, cataloging, and events 
like workshops or festivals. Positive features of these interactions included community, 
communication, and courtesy; negative interactions occurred rarely but tended to occur because 
of a lack of communication or the presence of institutional barriers. Zine librarians also had 
concerns about the balance of power between libraries, zine librarians, and zine creators, which 
they attempted to navigate by paying zine creators for their work and emphasizing the creators’ 
agency and equal partnership with the library. When discussing their ideal relationships with 
each other, participants expressed desires for personal connections characterized by courtesy and 
genuine interest in the other’s work. Like the wider zine community, these participants valued 
authenticity, community, and reciprocity in their relationships. 
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Al’s research explores zine librarianship from the perspectives of both a zine librarian and a zine 
creator. They hope to use their knowledge of the various values, priorities, resources, and 
obstacles of each group to help build relationships between zine librarians/archivists and the 
communities who create and champion zines. 


