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DEED OF GIFT 
LANGUAGE: 
“DONOR HEREBY 
IRREVOCABLY ASSIGNS, 
TRANSFERS, AND GIVES 
ALL RIGHT, TITLE AND 
INTEREST, EXCLUSIVE 
OF COPYRIGHTS, OF 
THE MATERIALS, TO THE 
UNIVERSITY” 

Recognition that Native American donors 
are a distinct population that have 
nation-to-nation relationships with the 
United States

Create a new framework and practice for 
engaging Native American donors of 
archival collections 

Need to reconsider conventional Western 
notions of ownership and reposition 
Indigenous knowledge systems as the 
discursive shift that moves beyond colonial 
frameworks toward a process of 
Indigenization in donor agreement 
language



FOUNDATIONAL 
STRUCTURES

The College’s 2019 Strategic Plan included focus on 
Distinctive Native American Collections and Services
◼ Priority to “cultivate mutually beneficial 

relationships with campus and community 
partners”

◼ Creation of the Distinctive Native American 
Collections task force 

Scope of Collections (library.unm.edu) – 
publicly available on website for transparency,  
grounded in Indigenous methodology and 
emphasizes respect, responsibility,  and 
intentionality with collection development

Provides a foundation from which to build upon 
to create a new Collaborative Stewardship 

Agreement form 



PROTOCOLS 
FOR NATIVE 
AMERICAN 
ARCHIVAL 
MATERIALS

https://library.unm.edu/cswr/protocols.php



Feedback on Deed of Gift Form

• Native American Environmental Organization

• American Indian Movement- Family

• Photo Collective working with a tribe

• Native American Author
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Axhee’hee – Thank you


