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Abstract 
Collaborative stewardship with Tribal communities is occurring to varying degrees across 
libraries, archives, museums, and land management agencies. Within these models, agreement 
forms serve as tools of accountability, creating opportunities for Tribal expertise and input to 
shape institutional practices. At the Center for Southwest Research and Special Collections at the 
University of New Mexico, a new donor agreement form was developed to support actionable 
healing between Native American communities, organizations, Nations, and the Center. This 
agreement provides the College of University Libraries and Learning Sciences with a framework 
for initiating conversations grounded in the recognition of Native Americans as distinct 
sovereign Nations engaged in nation-to-nation relationships with the United States. Through this 
approach to archival donations, the Center acknowledges the histories of Native American 
communities and advances a collaborative stewardship model that promotes cooperation, 
accountability, and equity. 
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