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Narrative Challenges
Fragmented historical records
Colonial perspectives
Deeply personal nature

Kill the Indian,
save the man.
 
--Richard Henry Pratt

“ “

About NABS
Federal Indian Boarding Schools
Truth, Justice, Healing
Narrative information

Historic and present-day locations
Operations
Funding, etc.

Students at Carlisle Indian School, Pennsylvania.



The Classes Involved

Show the importance of
research for archivists
Similar to writing the
institutional history
section of a finding aid
Demonstrate the
importance of community
engagement and
activation in archival work

Intro to Archives/Digital Curation Community Archives

Learn how archives can be
a tool for community
healing
Understand what
community leadership
means in practice
Learn the complexities of
writing about marginalized
communities



Preparations
Watched a documentary
Read parts of the Federal Indian Boarding School Initiative
Investigative Report and materials from NABS
Databases and web searches
Readings from Indigenous studies, ethnic studies, trauma
theory and queer theory

The Assignment Itself
Each student assigned one school from list provided by
NABS.  I tried to assign schools that were easier to write
about for the Intro class.
Write a narrative (min. 3 pages, no max. length) about the
school based on a template and samples provided by
NABS.



Reflections - Eric
Things Students Said

Lots of students said they were initially intimidated
Discovered just how problematic sources can be
Emotional labor of archives work

My Thoughts
Overall, it worked for most students
Doing this in an asynchronous format is very hard
From trauma-informed to healing-centered practices 

Reflections - Kelley
Encountering challenges
Ethical responsibility
Thoughtful and respectful work
Mutual benefit



Expanding the model
Why These Assignments Are Worthwhile 

Students get to understand/experience the complexities of
community engagement and archival ethics  better when it’s a real-
world assignment
Student buy-in to this type of work
Quality of work is better when students know it will be used

Some Challenges to Overcome
These partnerships depend on existing personal relationships
Many archivists still do not see activation as core archival work 
Many projects are not feasible within the course of a semester



Wado!
Thank you!
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