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Abstract

Archival educators increasingly seek opportunities to connect classroom learning with
meaningful community partnerships. This paper examines a collaborative project between the
University of Maryland and the National Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition
(NABS), in which graduate students in archival studies developed historical narratives for U.S.
Federal Indian Boarding Schools to support NABS's National Native American Boarding School
Digital Archive.

Grounded in theories from Indigenous and ethnic studies, community archives, and oral history,
the assignment positioned students to work with fragmented and often biased historical records
documenting institutions created to assimilate Indigenous children. Students contributed to an
active public history initiative that supports truth-telling, historical recovery, and
community-centered access. Through analysis of the course design and student reflections, this
paper explores how experiential learning challenged students to navigate incomplete records,
conflicting sources, trauma-informed research, and ethical research practices.

The project demonstrates that community partnerships can simultaneously advance student
learning in traditional and innovative practices and address pressing archival needs. It also
highlights the importance of community authority, structured reflection, and trauma-informed
pedagogy to avoid reproducing extractive research practices. This model offers a framework for
archival education that raises real-world archival complexities and is relevant to communities
with which we engage. The presentation concludes by considering how community-engaged
pedagogies can prepare future archivists to approach description, access, and historical
interpretation with greater reflexivity, accountability, and responsiveness to the communities
whose histories they steward.
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