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Abstract

Archivists at the University of Nebraska at Omaha Criss Library conducted research to gather
and evaluate information about experience and opportunity for librarians and archivists to teach
outside their home departments. The initiative for this research came from our own experience
preparing to co-teach a new public history course for the history department at our university.
Existing literature is comprised of two areas of study. There is significant research about both
public history pedagogy and archivists teaching instruction sessions in the archives with primary
sources. There are studies about collaborations between teaching faculty and archivists in
ideating, creation, and implementing course assignments with specific literacy learning
outcomes. However, there is a dearth of information and research about archivists teaching
credit-bearing courses outside the library or archives, for example teaching a history course
through the history department.

To help fill this gap in the literature, we created a survey, “An exploratory survey of archivists
teaching outside the archives,” to gather opinions and preferences about teaching credit-bearing
courses as part of, or adjacent to, professional responsibilities in academic libraries and archives.
We asked respondents about teaching experience in both public history and library and
information science, course development, institutional support, and compensation. We released
the survey through professional listservs from March-June 2025. We will present the need for
this research, our preliminary results and findings, initial questions answered by the data, and
new questions emerging from it.
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