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Abstract:
Many Sudanese civilians have left Sudan because years of dictatorship oppression and the
occurrence of the coup, on October 25, 2021, curtailed their freedom of speech. Nevertheless, the
Sudanese community expresses their radical free speech using poetry and other literary forms.
These historically significant modes became an important element of the 2019 revolution, 2021
coup, and the recent military conflicts that began on April 15, 2023. Scholars argue that lyric
poetry is a form of freedom, an escape for writers, and a form of engagement with social/political
issues. The Sudanese community circumvents the issue of lack of freedom of speech with poetry,
writing memoirs, and other writing forms. Unfortunately, Sudanese literature is not well
represented in American libraries and education systems compared to Eurocentric poetry. At the
same time scholars suggest that the merge of humanities and technology into digital humanities
help us understand digital culture, while incorporating diverse topics, such as social justice. This
research identifies the importance of the expansion of awareness of Sudanese poetry in a digital
form and other literary forms, while elevating awareness of freedom of speech needed in Sudan.
The extension from the Sudanese Poetics Archive to the Sudanese Literature Archive is an
expansion to other Sudanese literary works that uses a web application that is an open-source
content management system for online digital collections. This type of archiving and cataloging
is crucial to diversify the libraries in America and to bring awareness to Sudanese literature and
social issues. The preliminary results of the research survey indicate that 95% of the participants
have never known the existence of Sudanese poetry and the historical/current issues in Sudan.
The archives and collaborations are developed as an act of library activism to continue to raise
awareness about the suppression of freedom of speech in Sudan and to encourage engagement
with other Sudanese writers in Sudan and abroad.
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