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Abstract 
The territorial archives of Puerto Rico, US Virgin Islands, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, and 
American Samoa steward records that reflect diverse cultures as well as a complex relationship 
with the United States government. Due to their distance from the lower 48 states, these 
territorial archives face additional challenges when it comes to emergency preparedness as well 
as supply procurement. The AWARE project (Archives Working Across Remote Environments) 
is sponsored by the Council of State Archivists (CoSA), which represents state and territorial 
government archivists. The AWARE project is a two-year endeavor to investigate and articulate 
the needs of territorial and non-contiguous state archives. Year over year, a range of needs are 
expressed by the territorial archivists, spanning lack of funding, failing physical infrastructure, 
attracting and retaining diverse talent, increasing costs, supply chain issues, and impending and 
realized environmental disaster due to climate crisis. In the last several years, these issues have 
been amplified by pandemic-related closures, inflation, social unrest, and increasing frequency in 
emergencies (for example, hardware failure, building deterioration, and storms). Project 
consultants Eira Tansey and Helen Wong Smith will discuss the major findings from their 
research project, which used surveys, interviews, and site visits to the partner archives. These 
findings have potential application to under-resourced cultural organizations nationwide; local, 
rural, and Indigenous communities; and other membership organizations.  
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