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Abstract

NARA’s Digital Preservation Unit created the Digital Preservation Framework in 2019 in
response to the current and anticipated volume of electronic records in NARA’s holdings. The
Framework’s Risk Matrix provides numeric risk ratings for file formats, the File Format
Preservation Action Plans offer guidance on transformation, and the Record Category
Preservation Action Plans document the significant properties of categories of formats, such as
digital audio, web records, or calendars. Over time, 760 file formats have been analyzed for
preservation risk and future planning. Together with resources such as the PRONOM database
and the Library of Congress’ Sustainability of Digital Formats website, the Framework provides
the archival community with detailed information to help preserve and access files in their
repositories. The Framework was recently overhauled to address issues with consistency that
have occurred over the years. The Risk Matrix was updated in 2024 and all formats re-analyzed
under more standardized, scalable metrics. A new template for format descriptions was put in
place; every existing description is being assessed and in most cases re-written to fit. All of this
work requires detailed research into each file format. This platform presentation will introduce
the Digital Preservation Framework, give an overview of the work being done to improve the
Framework, and provide examples of the intense research that goes into each entry.
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