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Abstract
This lightning talk will begin to explore the existing literature on the intersection of the Open
Education Resource (OER) movement and archival practices, with a specific focus on how
archivists and other cultural heritage professionals utilize OER language and platforms to
promote their use of collections to educators. While demand OER grows, with its value
increasingly recognized by educators and administrators at all levels, the willingness of
archivists to integrate Open Educational language and practices into their professional practice is
largely unexplored. There are certainly primed opportunities for archivists to collaborate with
OER organizations and professionals to make their materials more readily available for adoption
or adaptation. This includes but is not limited to openly licensing digitized archival materials,
creating easily discoverable metadata, and developing aligned OER curricula. This lightning talk
will offer preliminary findings of existing literature on the integration of archival materials with
OER initiatives. Ultimate findings will inform future research and practical recommendations for
archivists on how to leverage OER platforms, funding, and language to effectively promote their
collections for educational use.
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