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Charles Robertson (1858 - 1935)

e Biologist and botanist turned reluctant
entomologist

e Spent 40+ years studying insect-plant
relationships

e Focused most of his work on a 10-mile radius
around his home in Carlinville Illinois

e Collected 30,000+ insect specimens (including
hundreds of undescribed species)

e 20 species and subspecies named in his honor




Project Background

e Robertson’'s findings serve as important baseline data for
current research

e Scientists want context for his published work, but aren't
coming to Archives

e \We wanted to find a way to bridge this gap and help
scientists make use of his materials




Traditional Finding Aids

Administrative Information

Repository: University of Illinois Archives

e Favor historical research

Acquisition Source: Per Tommy McElrath, Collection Manager, Insect Collection

Box and Folder Listing

e Rely on archival research skills
e Don't facilitate computational analysis

Series 1: Correspondence
Folder 1: W.H. Ashmead Correspondence, ca. 1887-1894
Folder 2: D.W. Coquillett Correspondence, 1894-1901

Folder 3: C.A. Frost Correspondence, 1919-1920 ° °
or targeted item level searcnin
Folder 5: S.A. Robwer Correspondence, 1892-1920

Folder 6: C.H. Townsend Correspondence, 1891-1927
Folder 7: S.W. Willston Correspondence, 1887-1889
Folder 8: General Correspondence, ca. 1887-1928

°
Series 2: Data Collection
e Are often made ose withou
Folder 2: List of Bees Described by Charles Robertson, compiled 1920

Folder 3: A List of the Flowering Plants and Their Dates of Blooming at Carlinville, Illinois, undated
Series 3: Publications
Folder 1: List of Robertson Papers and "Robertsoniana”, ca. 1972

[ ] [ ]
Folder 2: Publications, 1886-1898
Folder 3: Publications, 1901-1920 S u e ‘ eX e r I S e
Folder 4: Publications, 1921-1936
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 So What Else Can Be
Done?

Our Solution:

e Created a new dataset from Robertson’s
correspondence

e Will facilitate targeted, item level

navigation
e Machine-readable, sortable, analyzable,

familiar to scientists




Additional Resources

Forthcomin

g Publications:

e Caldrone, Sandi, Marcella Lees, and Bethany Anderson. “Charles Robertson entomology

correspondence data.” Illinois Data Bank. DOI forthcoming.
e Caldrone, Sandi, Marcella Lees, and Bethany Anderson. “Insect Specimens in the Mail, a Quantitative

Analysis
Journal.

of Charles Robertson’s Scientific Correspondence.” Forthcoming at CODATA Data Science

e |ees, Marcella, Sandi Caldrone, and Bethany Anderson. “The Case for Archival Data Bicolage: It's Not
Just Digitized and Done.” Forthcoming in The American Archivist, Fall/Winter 2026.

Resources for Dataset Creation:

e Wickham, Hadley. “Tidy Data.” Journal of Statistical Software 59 (September 2014): 1-23.

0i.0org/10.18637//jss.v059.i10.

https://o

e Cornell Data Services. “Writing READMEs for Research Data -." Accessed June 18, 2026.

https://o

ata.research.cornell.edu/data-management/sharing/readme.



https://doi.org/10.18637/jss.v059.i10
https://data.research.cornell.edu/data-management/sharing/readme/

THANKS!

Marcella Lees, Digital Archivist
Art Institute of Chicago Archives, mlees@artic.edu |

Sandi Caldrone, Research Data Librarian !
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, caldron2@illinois.edu

Bethany Anderson, Natural and Applied Sciences Archivist
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, bgandrsn@illinois.edu

Presentation template created by @hasyacreativestudio via

Canva.com




