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Abstract 
Despite the importance of historic data for longitudinal scientific research, much of it is hidden 
within archival repositories in formats that are not accessible to scientists who are largely 
untrained in archival research. While finding aids are created to provide access points to archival 
collections, they are often more suited for historic research than scientific research, and the data 
can remain inaccessible to those who would benefit from its use.  
 
This platform presentation will give an overview of a dataset that was created to supplement the 
traditional finding aid and provide enhanced access to specimen and collaborator data found 
within the correspondence of entomologist Charles Robertson. Robertson is best known for 
undertaking one of the most detailed, long-term studies of insect-plant relations ever conducted, 
and his extensive work collecting specimens and observing pollinator behavior in the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth century still provides essential baseline data for contemporary 
research. Despite the pressing relevance of his work, his publications often lack the detailed 
methodological information and data transparency that is now expected. While his papers are a 
rich resource capable of filling in some of these gaps, they on their own require advanced 
archival and historical research skills to make use of. This dataset was built to help scientific 
researchers identify digitized correspondence records that may be of interest to them within 
Robertson’s papers, and to facilitate quantitative analysis of these records. 
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