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Abstract 
In the twenty-first century, SAA has promoted diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI).1 But we 
still know little about how our professional past might enrich this urgent future-facing work. Sara 
Dunlap Jackson was the first Black woman professional archivist at the National Archives 
(1944-1990), as well as the second woman of color to join SAA. A reference archivist 
non-pareil, Jackson’s labors underpinned dozens of monographs. Historian John Hope Franklin 
called her career “a dramatic example of the unsung heroine who has meant so much to so many 
scholars—the young as well as the old, the distinguished as well as the ordinary.”2 Another 
characterized Jackson as “a giant among us.”3 Jackson’s intellectual production included not only 
reference work, but also numerous scholarly book reviews and book introductions. This 
presentation, based on previously inaccessible archival materials, contributes to Black women’s 
intellectual history as well as to archival history. 
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1 Key SAA benchmarks include its Statement on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (2020), its Core Values of 
Archivists (2011), its Strategic Plan (2014-2018), its Statement Reaffirming Our Commitment to the 
Importance of Diversity and Inclusion (2016), the Revision to the Core Values Statement and Code of 
Ethics (2020), the Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility (DEIA) Work Plan (2020), and the 
Revamped Strategic Plan (2023-2025). 


