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Background

Primary Source Literacy Instruction

• Mainly offered through instructional sessions, 
resource guides (Thomas, 2024); useful 
practical guidance and examples in these 
contexts (e.g., Teaching with Primary Sources 
Collective)

• Helpful available frameworks such as the SAA-
ACRL/RBMS’s Guidelines for Primary Source 
Literacy (2018), but less discussion on 
application of frameworks outside of designing 
instructional sessions

Digital Exhibits

• Mainly used to highlight collections and 
enhance engagement​, offer context and 
interpretation, uplift stories of marginalized 
communities (Choi & Hastings, 2023)

• Have been used as supplementary resources
in primary source literacy instruction (e.g, 
Holloway, 2004) 

• Not fully explored as an asynchronous 
instructional space compared to primary 
source sets, videos, teaching kits, and 
LibGuides (Thomas, 2024)
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Problem Statement

Problem Statement

Little research and practice examining the potential of directly using 
digital archival exhibits themselves as a site for teaching primary 
source literacy

• Note: Different from simply creating instructional materials built in the form 
of digital websites 
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Research Design

Research Question

• What kinds of approaches and techniques can be used to infuse primary source 
literacy instruction directly into the content of digital archival exhibits?

Methodology

• Exploratory case study, Practice-based research (Vear et al., 2022)
• Experimented with several approaches and techniques in a practical case of building a new digital 

exhibit
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The Exhibit

Topic
Experiences of Chinese and Chinese 
American students who attended the 
University of Denver in the early 20th century

Platform
ArcGIS StoryMaps, Experience Builder

Main Sections (Work in Progress)

• 20 student biographical sketches (short form)

• 2 instructional research stories (long form)

• Student quotes and writings

• Thematic essays
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Example Student Bio Page: Beatrice Yafang Jiao



Findings: Explored Approaches and Goals

Explored Approaches

• Approach 1: Standalone Exhibit Section
• Created instructional research stories that discusses how we conducted research with 

primary sources for three students    

• Approach 2: Add-On Learning Points
• Added one learning point to each student’s bio that illuminates a key primary resource 

research skill or challenge in our research on the student 

Goals Across Approaches

• Integrate organically: Grounded in specific details 

• Highlight reusability: Align with existing guidelines

• Emphasize equity and inclusion: Surface challenges in researching marginalized 
communities
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Findings: Experimental Method

Inspired by Qualitative Analysis Techniques

• Wrote detailed notes and reflections 
during research and narrative creation
• Research processes, successes and 

challenges, affective responses

• Inductively identified potential learning 
points in notes, research, and final 
narratives

• Deductively mapped identified learning 
points to the Guidelines, adjusted for 
coverage and balance

• Explored presentation of learning 
points

Learning points mapped to standards
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Presentation of Learning Points:
Student Biographies

Main Considerations

• Approachable to the reader

• Relevant to established guidelines

• Personalized to the students and their stories

Implementation

• Using the StoryMaps Frames function

• New window to not disrupt flow, swipable frames, approachable 
technological representation
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SWIPE SWIPE

Yumei Tai Student 
Bio Page

Learning Point (New Window)

10



Presentation of Learning Points:
Instructional Stories

Main Considerations
• Our personal involvement in the research, our emotions and our reactions 

to what we found

• How to align the personal with the academic

• How to keep all of this digestible to the reader

Implementation 
• Using Storymaps Experience Builder to showcase the instructional stories

• Presentation of learning points through collapsable menus, conversational 
structure 
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Two Instructional Stories: Tai Sisters and Jue Wing Hoy

Name Disambiguation and Identity Navigating Legal Sources and Historical Records that 
Document Harm



Conclusion & Further Research

Conclusion

• Both approaches were feasible with moderate amount of labor

• Approach 1 Standalone Instructional Stories: Requires more upfront preparation 
and intentional design, but teaching is more holistically integrated

• Approach 2 Add-On Learning Points: Easily addable to any existing exhibit 
narrative, but teaching may feel less organic

Further Research

• Conduct user studies to assess the learning experience

• Align mappings with updated version of the Guidelines for Primary Source 
Literacy when available
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Thank you!

Ruohua Han, University of Denver (Ruohua.Han@du.edu)
Natalie Elward, University of Denver (Natalie.Elward@du.edu)

Questions or Comments?

mailto:ruohua.han@du.edu
mailto:Natalie.Elward@du.edu

