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introduction
The Special Collections 
Research Center (SCRC) at NC 
State University Libraries has 
collaborated with several 
departments and units on 
campus to host YouTube Live 
“unboxings'' of archival 
collections. 



What is an unboxing?
● Staff members present 

interesting and unique 
collections to the public by 
“unboxing” archival materials 
live on camera.

● Previous unboxing 
livestreams: Pop-up Books, 
Comics, Navigating the 
Archives, Dyeing Textiles, and 
Bees.



Broaden our outreach 
efforts to the local 

community and beyond

Larger Audience

Outreach Goals

Disseminate more 
information about how to 

access archives 

Disseminate Info
Work more extensively 

with campus partners and 
local experts

Collaboration



Livestream Format

● Why did we choose a 
livestream format for 
presenting information?
○ It’s what audiences want!
○ Encourages real-time 

feedback.
○ Make connections with 

audience.



“Live Video Stats: What Consumers Want [Infographic],”
https://livestream.com/blog/live-video-statistics-livestream
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Setting up A livestream

● Collaboration with Learning Spaces and Services staff
● Technical set-up



And We’re Live!
You’d expect no issues at this 

point, right?



Challenges with Livestreams

● Technical difficulties.
● Planning process can be extensive.
● Scheduling conflicts.
● Presence of spam and chat bots.



Lessons Learned

● Embrace mistakes.
● Requires ability to improvise, multitask, and adapt 

while recording live.
● Important to maintain audience involvement.
● Discovery is an ongoing process.
● HAVE FUN!



Future Ideas 
● University Extension series, i.e. canning and jamming, 

beekeeping at local apiaries.
● Utilizing teaching kitchen on campus as filming 

location.
● Board games!
● More video production/programming/outreach from 

Special Collections.
○ Campus Tour, Guiding Users, etc.



Unboxing Special Collections: Halloween Spooky 
Spectacular

Click 
here

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8IqcCX3xxR0&t=1521
https://www.youtube.com/live/8IqcCX3xxR0?feature=share&t=1522
https://www.youtube.com/live/8IqcCX3xxR0?feature=share&t=1522


Unboxing Special Collections: Dyeing Textiles!

Click 
here

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQmfUoTuXWE&t=23
https://www.youtube.com/live/XQmfUoTuXWE?feature=share&t=22
https://www.youtube.com/live/XQmfUoTuXWE?feature=share&t=22


Unboxing Special Collections: Dyeing Textiles!
With Dr. Renzo Shamey

Click 
here

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQmfUoTuXWE&t=1368
https://www.youtube.com/live/XQmfUoTuXWE?feature=share&t=1362
https://www.youtube.com/live/XQmfUoTuXWE?feature=share&t=1362


Thank you 
Q&A

Phillip MacDonald - ptmacdon@ncsu.edu
Taylor Wolford - tawolfor@ncsu.edu


