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Abstract 
This presentation explores a collaborative research project that began in 2021 between Professor 
Rebecca Hankins and Ms. Hai In Jo, a Ph.D. candidate in English at Texas A&M University. Our 
work centers on the Cherokee Freedman Collection (1900–1907), housed at the Texas A&M 
University Archives. This archival collection features interviews, testimonies, and affidavits of 
Black people submitted to the Department of the Interior’s Commission to the Five Civilized 
Tribes, specifically relating to applications for Cherokee Freedmen status that were denied under 
the Dawes Commission. In response to this underexplored archive, Ms. Jo developed a digital 
project titled Enrolling as Cherokee Freedmen: Social Networks of Rejected Applicants, hosted 
by the Illinois Open Publishing Network. Her work employs digital humanities methodologies to 
visualize the social and familial networks of applicants, while also foregrounding ethical data 
practices. 
 
This project highlights the significance of archival recovery and ethical digital storytelling in 
addressing gaps in the historical record. It also reflects a broader commitment to using digital 
tools to elevate and amplify marginalized voices and histories, while challenging extractive or 
dehumanizing uses of data, even in its archived format. I bring to this collaboration my expertise 
as an archivist and Distinguished Fellow of the Society of American Archivists. Together, our 
work demonstrates the power of cross-disciplinary partnerships in reimagining the archive as a 
space for justice and restoration. 
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