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Abstract

Digital exhibits can be used to promote digital collections and enhance user engagement. They
also offer opportunities to address archival silences and tell the stories of underrepresented
groups. While the role and structure of digital exhibits have been explored in the context of
academic institutions and public libraries, there is no research examining the methods and
challenges of creating digital exhibits in local community archives, especially for exhibits that
center marginalized communities.

This presentation discusses approaches to curating digital exhibits in community archives by
examining and comparing exhibit-building activities by two organizations that highlight Chinese
histories: Park County Local History Archives (PCLHA) and the Chinese Historical Society of
Southern California (CHSSC). PCLHA is a community archive located in rural Colorado and has
built the Chinese Immigrants in Park County exhibit. CHSSC preserves the histories of Chinese
and Chinese Americans in southern California and has created several exhibits (e.g., Grandview
Gardens Restaurant). We conducted a qualitative analysis of two data sources: the content of
available digital exhibits and semi-structured interviews with four folks involved in building the
exhibits. By selecting two community archives that have distinct local Chinese populations and
histories and vary in scale and resources, we identified a range of approaches to curating digital
exhibits. Our findings explore strategies for selecting topics and materials, choosing tools,
building partnerships, and addressing absences in records. The presentation aims to enhance the
understanding of the process of creating digital exhibits in local community archives, especially
in terms of how to uplift the histories of marginalized communities.
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recently completed exhibit titled Where Community and Learning Met: Rural Education in Park
County.
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