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Society of American Archivists 
Council Meeting 

July 29, 2026  
New Orleans, LA 

Standards Committee:  Request for Council Approval of the 
Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning Maintenance 

and Review Plan 
Prepared by: Heather Lember, Standards Committee co-chair and liaison for the 

Technical Subcommittee on Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning 

Executive Summary 
The Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning was first approved as an SAA Standard 
in May 2012, and the first revision, conducted by TS-GRD was approved in May 2017. SAA 
appointed new members to TS-GRD in July 2017, and granted an extension to the revision 
cycle, which was renewed for an additional year in May 2025. The sub-committee 
completed their revision in June 2026, and it was subsequently approved by the Standards 
Committee on June 18, 2026.  
 
TS-GRD is set to sunset as a subcommittee at the end of this term and has proposed a 
maintenance and review plan that assigns responsibility to the Accessioning, Acquisitions, 
and Appraisal Section (AA&A). During the AA&A business meeting in May 2026, section 
leadership and members indicated their desire for input from Council on whether they are 
the most appropriate section to steward the Guidelines, since the AA&A section is also 
responsible for 
maintaining the Archival Accessioning Best Practices. 

Contextual Information 

The Technical Subcommittee on Reappraisal and Deaccessioning (TS-GRD) was renewed 
for one year in May of 2025 in order to complete their in-process revision of the Guidelines 
for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning. With the revision cycle now complete, TS-GRD is 
scheduled to dissolve at the end of the current term. The subcommittee proposes that 
future oversight and maintenance of the standard be transitioned to the AA&A section. 
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Given its expertise in appraisal, disposition, and collection development practices, TS-
GRD believes AA&A is ideally positioned to serve as the standard's steward. 

 

TS-GRD has laid out a detailed maintenance proposal in their standard submission packet, 
which entails:  

● Ongoing Maintenance Responsibilities 
● Review Cycle and Timeline 
● Reporting and Decision Process 
● Revision Process 

Ongoing Maintenance Responsibilities 

TS-GRD recommends that AA&A will monitor developments in archival practice, legal and 
regulatory environments, and institutional needs that may impact the standard. Then AA&A 
could designate a small working group or point person to coordinate maintenance 
activities and serve as liaison to the SAA Standards Committee. 

Review Cycle and Timeline 

The standard will be placed on a five-year review cycle. This cycle will include:  

Reporting and Decision Process 

The Standards Committee will review AA&A’s recommendation and supporting 
documentation, and send these recommendations to SAA Council for approval at the 
conclusion of the review cycle. Council will determine whether to reaffirm, revise, or 
rescind the standard. 

Revision Process (if applicable) 

If a revision is recommended, AA&A will propose a revision timeline and drafting group 
within six months of Council approval. A revised draft will be developed, reviewed, and 
submitted following SAA standards development procedures, including community review 
where required. 

The sub-committee’s full maintenance and revision proposal1 is available for review. 

Alignment with Strategic Priorities 

 
1Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning Maintenance and Review proposal:  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y8-cVPbVD3Hcap7_YAWkVC9czZs7nNli/view?usp=sharing 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y8-cVPbVD3Hcap7_YAWkVC9czZs7nNli/view?usp=sharing
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The ongoing maintenance of the Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning is 
consistent with Strategic Priorities 2.2 and 3.1: 

● 2.2 Provide content, via education and publications, that reflects the latest thinking 
and best practices in the field. 

● 3.1. Identify the need for new standards, guidelines, and best practices and lead or 
participate in their development.  

Fiscal Impact 
None 

Potential Benefits 
Assigning responsibility of the Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning to the 
Accessioning, Acquisitions, and Appraisal section assures that the Standard will continue 
to be maintained and revised by a group that is familiar with and well situated to address 
issues of  
appraisal, collection development, and disposition best practices. 

Potential Drawbacks 
None  

Recommendation 
That the SAA Council approves assigning responsibility for the maintenance and review of 
the Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning to the Accessioning, Acquisitions, and 
Appraisal Section. 
 
 


