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Society of American Archivists 
Council Meeting 

July 29, 2026  
New Orleans, LA 

Standards Committee:  Request for Council Approval of the 
Revised Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning 

Prepared by: Heather Lember, Standards Committee co-chair and liaison for the 
Technical Subcommittee on Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning 

Executive Summary 
The Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning was first approved as an SAA Standard 
in May 2012, and the first revision, conducted by TS-GRD was approved in May 2017. To 
conduct the next maintenance and revision cycle, SAA appointed new members to TS-GRD 
in July 2017. Due to pandemic disruptions, council granted an extension to the revision 
cycle, which was renewed for an additional year in May 2025. This extra year allowed the 
sub-committee to address delays due to external factors, and some initial challenges in 
determining the scope of the revision.  
 
The revision was shared for public comment earlier this year. Additional revisions were 
incorporated, and the final draft was sent to the Standards Committee for approval earlier 
this month. TS-GRD’s revision of the Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning was 
approved by the Standards Committee on June 18, 2026.  

Contextual Information  
The sub-committee actively consulted former TS-GRD members during this revision cycle, 
while new members contributed fresh viewpoints and ideas. Since the original publication, 
committee members and external stakeholders have noted several areas requiring 
clarification or the addition of new concepts. 
 
The revision’s Guiding Principles section states: “Reappraisal is a necessary step before 
deaccessioning, but a reappraisal project may be undertaken for different reasons.” This 
guidance suggests many possible outcomes for a project that starts with reappraisal and 
led to restructuring the guidance section of the document into three sections:  

1. Reappraisal 
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2. Deaccessioning 
3. Evaluation 

 
Additional revisions to the standard include:  

● Merging of points that seemed redundant 
● Formatting changes to improve readability 
● Updates to the appendices 
● Review of and updates to hyperlinks 
● updated bibliography organized into topical categories 
● Updated sample forms  
● Real examples from repositories replaced links to repository websites 
● Re-structure of the Standard to differentiate reappraisal as an independent activity 

that may lead to deaccessioning as appropriate 
 
The sub-committee spent the past year finalizing the revisions listed above.  They shared a 
draft of the Guidelines for public comment in March 2026, and incorporated feedback into 
the final revision. During the public comment period, the draft was also shared with the 
Diversity Committee and the Accessibility and Disability Section and Accessioning, 
Acquisitions, and Appraisal Section. Finally, members of the sub-committee presented at 
the Accessioning, Acquisitions, and Appraisal Section and Standards Committee annual 
meeting to publicize the revision and solicit additional feedback. 
 
TS-GRD is set to sunset at the end of this term, and a recommendation for maintenance 
and revision has been submitted as a separate council item.  
 
The full revised text of the Standard1 and introductory narrative and documentation of 
consultation2 are both available for review.  

Alignment with Strategic Priorities 
The newly revised Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning is consistent with 
Strategic Priorities 2.2 and 3.1: 

● 2.2 Provide content, via education and publications, that reflects the latest thinking 
and best practices in the field. 

 
1 Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning full text of revision:  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yqVMSQEogKdzP4sSxpd_wB_Sx3YcabCA/view?usp=sharing 
 
2 Documentation of Consultation: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PmyK6W4jdHerPfYpAFR1ax3ZsXUfW2a9/view?usp=sharing 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yqVMSQEogKdzP4sSxpd_wB_Sx3YcabCA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PmyK6W4jdHerPfYpAFR1ax3ZsXUfW2a9/view?usp=sharing
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● 3.1. Identify the need for new standards, guidelines, and best practices and lead or 
participate in their development.  

Fiscal Impact 
None 

Potential Benefits 
Completing the revision of the Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning is vital in 
supporting the work of archivists and allied professionals. 

Potential Drawbacks 
None  

Recommendation 
That the SAA Council approves the revised Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning. 


	Executive Summary
	Contextual Information
	Alignment with Strategic Priorities
	Fiscal Impact
	Potential Benefits
	Potential Drawbacks
	Recommendation

