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Abstract: DACS provides archivists with best practice guidelines for creating finding aids with 
archival description in the United States. However, DACS offers archivists little guidance when 
they describe archival music materials because it does not clearly address all the unique qualities 
of music collections. Because DACS was devised generally with text‐based archival records in 
mind, it does not directly incorporate these qualities, thereby challenging archivists to describe 
music materials consistently using the standard. 
 
This presentation will summarize the preliminary results of a 2016 study addressing the issues 
surrounding standardized description of music materials, including recommendations for 
aligning this description with DACS. Based on an examination of existing finding aids on the 
web using document analysis, the study’s results show how similarly archivists describe music 
materials, and to what extent this description aligns with DACS. Given the nearly twenty-year 
history of EAD and the decade‐long history of DACS, many existing finding aids for music 
materials have been encoded using these specifications. Unfortunately, their application has not 
been consistent, and many finding aids for music materials have been published online without 
being encoded using EAD.  The results of this study offer helpful suggestions that can be utilized 
in devising a supplement for DACS for the description of music materials. 
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