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Malleable, adjMalleable, adj

1 a Esp of metal: capable of being hammered1. a. Esp. of metal: capable of being hammered 
or pressed out of shape without a tendency 
to return to the original shape or to fractureto return to the original shape or to fracture.

b. [Probably after literal meaning of post‐classical Latin malleare.] Of 
stone: capable of being dressed with a hammer. Obs.stone: capable of being dressed with a hammer. Obs.

2. gen. Capable of being fashioned or adapted; 
adaptable pliableadaptable, pliable.

From OED online June 2008 revisionFrom OED online, June 2008 revision.



ObjectivesObjectives

• Additional representations / transformations.p /
– A particular version is eventually ill‐suited

• Leverage “user” knowledge / contribution.
– Based on the idea of gifts and giving

• The Gift by Marcel Mauss
• The Cathedral and the Bazaar by Eric Raymond

l i fi di i– Developing or finding new meaning
• Use “off the shelf” wiki technology

– Determine what elements resonate– Determine what elements resonate
– Capture changes / evolution over time

• (Not worried about EAD per se.)( p )



Theory of StructurationTheory of Structuration

• By Anthony Giddens Constitution of SocietyBy Anthony Giddens, Constitution of Society

• Structuration is a process and duality of 
A ( ) ithi St t ( ti )– Agency (user) within Structure (practice)

– Recursive with changes

• Agency (man or machine) able to interpret 

• Structure is practice
– Malleability facilitates additional interpretation(s) 
or transformations and becomes overt practice



Implementation of a “Commons”Implementation of a  Commons

• Archives / Guides are non‐rival goodsc es / Gu des a e o a goods
– “A” guide doesn’t preclude “B” guide
– Guides with specific purpose / theme (?)

• Use Off the Shelf Technology
– MVS is using Atlassian’s Confluence Wiki

• Not open source, but low cost (ditched MediaWiki)
• Linking, tagging, adjacency, referring, provenance / change 
tracking, rearrangement, visualization 

– Particular interest in non‐archival application
• Wider development, broader reach, integration



What did I do ?What did I do ?

• Established a Finding Aid “space” in wikiEstablished a Finding Aid  space  in wiki
– Developed Prototype layout

Added in elements of functionality / features– Added in elements of functionality / features

– Will test which elements (if any) useful

E l TC H J b Lit P• Example: T.C.H. Jacobs Literary Papers
– Held by Pennsylvania State University

– Original Guide won 2006 MARAC award

– Collection not available in digital form











Default sort is chronological, end of folder title.



Now sorted by Folder Title.





Now sorted by Folder Begin Date, removed from folder title.



New section

Collaspe section 



Adjacent “child” page of related information.













Thank you !Thank you !

S dScott R. Anderson

scott.anderson@millersville.edu

717‐871‐2377

http://wiki.millersville.edu/x/KANV


