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Charles James (1906-1978)

2

 America’s first couturier
 Designed 1930s-1950s
 Innovated with materials, methods
 Clients included socialites, actresses, opera singers
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 Papers acquired by the Met in 
2013

 Complemented 2009 acquisition 
of James garments from 
Brooklyn Museum

 Some material used in 2014 gala 
exhibition Charles James: 
Beyond Fashion 

 Two-year processing project 
begun in fall 2015 

200 LF of correspondence, 
business and financial documents, 
photographs, drawings, sketches, 
patterns, dress forms

Charles James Papers



From art collection to archival collection 
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 Not in the original plan
 Transfer from Costume Institute 

collection to CI Library
 Patterns
 Sketches
 Assorted archival material
 Dating from 1940s-50s
 Most acquired with 2009 

Brooklyn Museum Costume 
Collection 

Impending move to new storage space 
+ Redefinition of CI collecting policy 
= “To go to archives!”



Step 1 – Spreadsheet wrangling
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Step 2 – Ensure physical accuracy
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Step 3 – Integrate description 
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 Culled relevant 
metadata
 title of garment
 accession 

numbers
 donor information
 volume of 

patterns/sketches
 former object 

identifiers, for 
internal crosswalk

 Object-level description, 
with a twist

 Re-grouped items 
according to “group 
information” field (via 
TMS’s “sets”)
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Result – FA featuring CI metadata; links to collection records



Questions/comments:
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Caitlin.McCarthy@metmuseum.org

For more on the James project:
http://www.metmuseum.org/blogs/in-circulation/2016/charles-james-intro

Google “Met Museum Charles James blog”
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