Name of the Award: Fellows' Ernst Posner Award

Subcommittee chair: Sheryl B. Vogt
Award Winner’s name: Douglas Cox
Will the winner be attending the ceremony to accept the Award?
Pending information from Awardee


Contact/point person (if a group or organization): NA

Subcommittee member presenting the Award: Sheryl B. Vogt
(this should be the Subcommittee Chair; if you are unable to attend, who from your subcommittee will presenting the award?) 
I plan to attend. I also will solicit one of the other committee members to be a backup.
Person Accepting the Award (if a group or organization): NA
Citation: The subcommittee found “National Archives and International Conflicts” to be exemplary. Addressing the archival community at large, Douglas Cox offers an extremely thought-provoking analysis of the significance of archives as factors for good and ill in times of dramatic international conflict. In an engaging examination of historical events that highlight the tension between national and international interests, he explores these two viewpoints and their impact on preservation, access, and national rights over decades of controversy.  
According to one subcommittee member, Cox uses keen analysis and thorough research in international archival, legal, and governmental resources “to convincingly demonstrate that the prevailing assumptions concerning archives as cultural and historical artifacts ignore the reality that records and information have enormous power to affect events.” Another notes, “Indeed, he stimulates the reader to empathy for the colleague whose unenviable choices in wartime can lead to heroic or treasonous actions. The very nature of national archives holdings has proven international law limited and inadequate.”
Cox’s purpose is to promote renewed, respectful deliberation of archives issues in war and peace and a reassessment of the balance of national and international interests. Without proposing simple answers, he adds important new perspectives to the discussion that reflect the scope and impact of societal and national memories and very politely contests some of the SAA's past positions. In sum, Douglas Cox’s article is a comprehensive treatise on archives in wartime that effectively reframes this important issue as the standard reference for future archivists who will surely face these challenges. 
