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Abstract: This research examines public perceptions of archives, what is deemed “newsworthy”
about them and what archives can learn from this examination by identifying, evaluating and
analyzing contemporary news sources. Over 400 graduate students at two universities collected
links from online news sources, predominantly consisting of mainstream media, for over five
years. The results culminated in over 20,000 individual news stories tagged and recorded in
Delicious.com, a social bookmarking website. Our research attempts to answer the following
questions: How are archives represented in mainstream media? What resources do media outlets
produce (video, slideshows, articles, etc.)? What is considered newsworthy about archives? What
source types cover archives most frequently, and how? How can this data be used and what
potential products or initiatives could result? A better understanding of the subject matter
contained in news features, as well as how archives and archives materials are depicted and
described in these articles, is necessary to develop more targeted and effective outreach methods
and initiatives. Using analysis such as term frequency and term association, resource
characteristics analysis, resource content analysis and data visualization, we are prepared to draw
conclusions from large sets of public news resources and make recommendations as to the most
effective forms of public media outreach with the greatest return on investment.
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