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Meeting Summary
DIRECTORY PROGRESS
LAGAR hopes to have camera-ready copy of its directory of lesbian, gay men's & bisexual archival collections in North America by the next SAA Annual Meeting in August 1997, said Kirn Brookes, Directory Project Co-Chair.
Speaking at the LAGAR Annual Meeting in San Diego, Brookes reported on other Committee decisions. Now that the questionnaires have been mailed, no new repositories will be added to the Directory, with any additional lesbigay archives uncovered to be included in the next edition. The Committee has decided that they will also focus only on collections of non-circulating material.   Also, considering that most North American archives probably include some records relating to sexual minorities, the Committee has chosen to list in the Directory only those repositories that have "significant" lesbigay material.
Thirty-three surveys out of 133 sent have been returned, noted Brookes, with about 90 returns expected in the end. While publishing the Directory in print form is our first priority, Brookes said, the Committee hopes that some Directory information eventually will be mounted on a web page. SAA is still considered the leading candidate to publish the work.
For other business discussed at the Annual Meeting, please consult the Minutes on page 4.
SAN DIEGO LGHS HOSTS LAGAR
The Lesbian & Gay Historical Society of San Diego (LGHS) extended a warm welcome to LAGAR members in town to attend the 60th Annual Meeting of the Society of American Archivists. The Historical Society hosted a reception and open house for Roundtable members on Aug. 31 at the Society's quarters in University Heights.
Frank Nobiletti of the LGHS spoke of the Society's history and the unusual nature of San Diego's gay & lesbian community, including its large military component.

Roundtable members had a chance to tour the Society's quarters and to see some of its important collections. Opportunities to interact with other archivists, as well as a lavish buffet, made for a memorable evening.
LAGAR thanks the Society for its hospitality and, in particular, is grateful for LGHS member Frank Nobiletti's work in making the evening possible.
MARTIN RE-ELECTED AS CO-CHAIR
In the face of overwhelming support, Mark Martin, Roundtable Male Co-Chair since 1994, allowed himself to be re-elected at the Annual Meeting. He will serve a two-year term, along with Paula Jabloner. Martin is Director of Archives at the T.L.L. Temple Memorial Archives in Diboll, TX. He is a long-time member of the Roundtable and, in addition, has played a leading role in lesbigay activities hi the American Library Association.
MESSAGE FROM THE CO-CHAIR
by Mark Martin
Here it is, some six months after San Diego and we're already talking about Chicago! I understand the rates for the Fairmont are exceptionally low for the Annual Meeting. I think 111 enjoy the opulence of the grand old hotel.
Things are moving forward on the Lesbigay Archives Guide, though not quite as rapidly as we had hoped. I'm sure we'll have it in hand before too long.
There is currently an interesting thread on the gay librarian list centered around subject headings for Lesbigay materials. The search for an all-encompassing term that reflects the gender diversity of our "community" without gender bias will probably go on for years. Sentiment so far is running against "homosexual" as too freighted with meaning, too out of date (one correspondent equated use of the word with that of "negro" in that both are lacking currency and contain negative subtextual meaning), and originally flawed as a mixture of Greek and Latin roots. "Queer" seems to be (Continued on page 2)


Repository Profile
CHICAGO'S GERBER/HART LIBRARY
by Russell Kracke
The Gerber/Hart Library (G/H), founded in 1981, has grown from a shelf of books literally housed in a closet to a facility with over 10,000 books, over 300 periodicals and over 60 linear feet of archives serving the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (Igbt) Chicagoland, Illinois and Midwestern communities. Open five days a week (Wed. thru Sun.), Gerber/Hart provides two-week bor​rowing privileges to its members while being open to all users, free of charge. Volunteer reference staff is avail​able during open hours, as is electronic reference through our web site (http://www.gerberhart.org). The circulat​ing library collects all titles of an Igbt nature and those written by Igbt authors, both fiction and non-fiction, a large resource of AIDS literature, and even a juvenile section. The periodicals available for public browsing include Chicago and Midwestern papers, regional and national publications. G/H has recently implemented an LGBT Library exchange program for its duplicate peri​odicals and books, and expects to start a book-lending program whereby library members who live in remote areas or are disabled can have books checked out and mailed to them for the cost of postage. By January, 1997, we plan to begin circulating, as a pilot project, popular and educational videos and music with Igbt content.
In 1996, Gerber/Hart celebrated its 15-year anniversary with some major accomplishments. It hired its first full-time Managing Director, Russell Kracke, to oversee the operation of the library and archives. By the end of the year, the library's circulating collection was fully cat​aloged and available on-line. Great strides in particular have been made toward the organization of the Archives and G/FTs non-circulating collections.
Deemed "the Year of the Archives," G/H made two important steps towards establishing a professionally viable archives for 1997. First, what was all formerly, and incorrectly, known as the "archives" has been divided into two distinct and separate areas, now called "Special Collections" and the "Archives." Gerber/Hart's Special Collections area includes rare books and periodicals, book art and fine press works, signed books, erotica (pulp-novels, periodicals, film and video tape), and an International Periodicals collection. Special Collections materials do not circulate, but are available for all patrons upon request. Special Collections also includes a memorabilia area which houses the typical buttons, t-shirts, games, ephemera — its also houses a Special Collection photographs section, whose processing procedures were established linearly with those of the archives. The term "Archive" at G/H now refers solely to



the archival fonds and document collections of Igbt businesses, organizations and individuals.
The second important step made by Gerber/Hart was the hiring of a consulting archivist on independent contract to establish rules and procedures for the archives, as well as instructional training for the processing of archival fonds. G/H relies almost solely on volunteers, so the archivist, Diane Asseln, set up for them a six-week training program in processing archival collections.
The archivist created the usual accession forms and finding aids, but created particularly for the Gerber/Hart Archives a procedures manual for accessioning, weeding and processing. The rules include a "Gerber/Hart Archives Glossary," the definitions of which, in large part, come form the Bureau of Canadian Archivists' Rules for Archival Description. Asseln is in the process of creating processing procedures for Special Collections Photographs, as well.
The Gerber/Hart Library also sponsors three book discussion groups (lesbian, gay men's and co-ed), an annual Booksale, and cultural programs such as film series, lectures, workshops and participation in Chicago's annual Gay & Lesbian Pride Day Parade. For more information, contact Russell Kracke, Managing Director, e-mail: info@gerberhart.6rg; phone: (773) 883-3003; fax: (773) 883-3078; web: http://www.gerberhart.org; address: 3352 N. Paulina St., Chicago, IL 60657. Hours: Wed.-Thurs., 6pm - 9pm; Fri.-Sun. 12 noon - 4pm.
NEWS NOTES
The Gay and Lesbian Movement: References and Resources (N.Y.: O.K. Hall & Co., 1996) has recently been published. Compiled and edited by LAGAR member Robert Ridinger, the volume contains a bibliography, background essays, a list of available interviews with prominent figures in the 1/g movement, profiles of organizations, and an extensive listing of gay press in the United States. ($45)
A Women's Liberation Research Network, a directory of people researching, teaching, and writing on this topic, is being compiled by LAGAR member Ginny Daley.
Archivists & librarians "are encouraged to submit an entry describing any relevant collections they manage." To join the Network or for more information contact Ginny Daley, Women's Studies Archivist, Special Collections Library, Duke University, Durham NC 27708-0185; vld@mail.lib.duke.edu
[Posting on the archives list from G. Daley, Jan. 17, 1997]

The National Museum & Archives of Lesbian & Gay
History has received a grant of over $3,500 from New York State's Documentary Heritage Program to process the records of "an estimated 300 existing or disbanded lesbian and gay community organizations in the metropolitan area." [METRO DHP Newsletter, NY, NY Fall 1996]
The US Holocaust Memorial Museum is actively raising money to ensure that the Nazis' eradication of homosexuals is adequately documented. For more information, or to donate, contact the US Holocaust Memorial Museum, Gay & Lesbian Campaign, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Pl, SW, Washington DC 20024-2150 or call (202) 488-6165  [Queer Muse, Sept. 1996]
Lesbian and gay history exhibits are available through the GLBT Library/Archives of Philadelphia. Included are "Warped Women and Mod Sodomists: The Cover Art of Lesbian & Gay Pulp Fiction, 1950s-1960s," a display of 20 full -color blow-ups of such covers, and "Philadelphia Pride Outside" a collection of photos selected from the Archives' holdings. For more information contact the Archives at the William Way Community Center, 201 So. Camac St., Philadelphia, PA 19107;  (215) 732-2220.
Pre-Stonewall activism was the subject of the recent exhibit of the Gay & Lesbian Historical Society of Northern California at the Hormel Gay & Lesbian Center of the San Francisco Public Library. Entitled "Shedding a Straightjacket: Homophile Civil Rights/ Homosexual Liberation 1961-1966," the exhibition featured videotaped interviews with the era's prominent activists and a panel discussion on the homophile move​ments of the early '60s. The show ran Oct. 11-Nov. 14.
The Nov/Dec 1996 issue of Museum News features an article by James Robertson, Archives Project Coordinator at the NAMES Project, detailing efforts to create a permanent photographic record of the AIDS Quilt.
A CD-ROM utilizing the holdings of the library and archives of ONE Institute in West Hollywood, CA is currently in production. To be called The International Gay and Lesbian Multimedia Archives CD-ROM, it will be "a one-of-a-kind comprehensive reference source" that will employ "sound, animation, full-motion video, historic photographs, and text," to tell its story. The product is being developed in collaboration with Design Aid
Interactive. [ONE-IGLA Bulletin, Spring/Summer 1996]
The Lesbian and Gay Historical Society of San Diego
is looking for someone to donate a copy of Lynn Ritzenthaler' s Preserving Archives and Manuscripts. Do any LAGAR members have a copy they can spare? If so, call (619) 260-1522 or write the Society at LGHSSD, P.O. Box 40389, San Diego, CA 92164.



MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
Bill Casari finished the four-day Boston-New York AIDS ride this past September, raising nearly $3600 from 30 sponsors; Sarah Demb has been appointed archivist of the Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology at Harvard University; Rich Wandel was one of the speakers on a panel discussing "A Different View of History: Using Archival Collections to Document the Stories of Minorities" at the Spring 1996 Meeting of the Mid-Atlantic Region Archives Conference; Brent Sverdloff has been named Reference Archivist at the Harvard Business School's Baker Library.
RECENT ACQUISITONS
Cornell University's Human Sexuality Collection has
received the Mariposa Portrait Series, a collection of portraits of early gay rights activists by noted artist Don Bachardy; the records of the Lesbian & Gay Congres​sional Staff Association and the Association of Gay & Lesbian Psychologists; and tapes and transcripts of Roey Thorpe's oral history project with Detroit lesbians.
MESSAGE FROM THE CO-CHAIR
(Continuedfrom Page 1)
offensive to many folks and a few have mentioned that it seems to designate "genX slackers" specifically. I imagine the Library of Congress Subject Headings Committee will be taking their time with this one.
We've had good news regarding our program at the Annual Meeting. Once again LAGAR will be out and about! Details will follow in the next newsletter with local arrangements information.
All the best until next we speak. 
Editors Note
The January issue of the Newsletter should reach most members by late April. Unavoidable computer problems were responsible for the delay and the editor apologizes for the inconvenience.


ROUNDTABLE MINUTES AUGUST 29, 1996
The meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM at the San Diego Sheraton Hotel & Marina, Co-Chairs Paula Jabloner and Mark Martin presiding.
After introductions, the Co-Chairs presented LAGAR member Brenda Banks with a Certificate of Appreciation on behalf of her accomplishments both as a founding member of the Roundtable and as SAA President for 1995/96. The Newsletter editor made an appeal for articles. News of members and their repositories is always appreciated.
Directory Committee
Kirn Brookes, Committee Co-Chair, thanked members for their efforts on the Directory. 33 responses have been received to the questionnaire sent by the Committee to 133 lesbigay repositories, Brookes believed that we will eventually receive at least 90 returns.
Brookes appealed for additional volunteers to edit responses, and to design databases and a future WEB page.
Election of Male Co-Chair
Mark Martin was nominated by J.P. Deley for a second two-year term as Roundtable Male Co-Chair; no other nominations were received. Martin was re-elected by acclamation.
"Buddy" Committee
Committee Chair J.P. Deley spoke about the committee's project of compiling easy-to-understand basic archival information for community archives; he appealed for additional members.
Web Page
J. Cartwright spoke about creating a LAGAR web page and volunteered use of his server in Hawaii. He discussed the pros & cons of us or the SAA main office having control of the page.
Directory Name

There was considerable discussion regarding the title of the Directory. Since no consensus could be reached, it was decided that a sub-committee would be formed to study the problem; K. Brookes will facilitate it.



Local Arrangements
The Co-Chairs thanked the members of the San Diego Lesbian & Gay Historical Society for planning a reception for LAGAR members.
New Business
LAGAR  Archives: there was discussion regarding best place for the LAGAR archives. Several members raised the point that as an SAA Roundtable we may be required to send our records to the SAA Archives at the University of Wisconsin at Madison. The Co-Chairs will contact Madison to determine the status of our archives. 
Donation Standards: J. OBrien spoke about the propriety of lesbigay material going to "mainstream" as opposed to "community" archives and proposed a Roundtable committee be formed to establish guidelines directing lesbigay persons/organizations to deposit their records in community archives. Considerable discussion ensued. M. Martin spoke about the difficulty of making the distinc​tion between community and mainstream institutions, now that so many of the former have entered into agree​ments with the latter. G. Daley proposed a discussion session at the 1997 SAA annual meeting; several others spoke about including other minority groups in such a session. J. Schwarz mentioned that we had such sessions at several past SAA meetings. The meeting concluded without forming a committee and with no clear decision reached on whether to put together a program proposal for the 1997 annual meeting.
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Don’t Forget!


SAA Annual Meeting


Chicago


Fairmont Hotel


August 28-31,1997








