The Fairchild Patent Notebooks
Silicon Valley’s Founding Documents



Beginnings

“Fairchild Semiconductor
(founded in 1957) invented
new technologies, pioneered

an entrepreneurial business culture, and
spawned manufacturing and marketing
techniques as well as numerous spin-off
companies that that gave birth to the
phenomenon we know today as Silicon
Valley.” ‘



Beginnings



The Collection



The Press Conference

“The founding documents of Silicon
Valley -- the tech equivalent of
the Magna Carta, the Declaration
of Independence and the
Constitution -- were stacked on a
table in the lobby of the
Computer History Museum and
the room was filled with a certain
geeky giddiness.”

Mike Cassidy, San Jose Mercury News



The Party



Conservation

Close-up of
Fairchild notebook
page with multiple
issues including
loose wafers.



Processing



Detailed Description



Detailed Description
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Outreach: Webpage
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Outreach: Video
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Outreach: Blog
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Outreach: Exhibit
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Use Case: American Experience
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Use Cases

“People with knowledge, with training, with
curiosity — these are the people of Research and
Development at Fairchild Semiconductor. Theirs

is the endless search for answers ... answers to
the questions which arise in the day-to-day

quest to advance the technology.”

- Leadwire, Fairchild Semiconductor,
August 1962
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Thank You

Webpage:
http://www.computerhistory.org/collections/
fairchild/

Blogs: http://www.computerhistory.org/atchm/

Paula Jabloner
pjabloner@computerhistory.org
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