
Spartan Archive: A Program in Transition 
 
CYNTHIA GHERING 

 

 

Abstract: Michigan State University Archives is currently transitioning from an analog-only 

collection to a format-neutral, service-oriented repository.  This presentation will outline the first 

year of development in the NHPRC funded collaborative electronic records project “Spartan 

Archive” and discuss the evolving role of the University Archives in the larger university 

environment.  The University Archives is strengthening its records management role on campus 

through active involvement in the new Enterprise Business Systems, the university’s new finance, 

human resources, and research administration systems. Archives staff implemented Archivists’ 

Toolkit and updated collection management workflows.  Staff are beta-testing the NHPRC-funded 

Records Authority software tool, developed by the University of Denver to administer records 

management programs. And, lastly, the University Archives is helping shape the development of 

federated digital repositories for learning content, digital humanities and research data. 
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