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Abstract: The Research Forum’s first ten years reveal topical breadth, but also a gap: 
women in the profession. Of all the contributions, only one focuses on women archivists. 
This is particularly egregious given that 73% of SAA’s 2015 Employment Survey 
respondents identified as women. We seek to rectify this by presenting our ongoing 
research, initially given as two panels at the 2015 SAA WAR Annual Meeting. 

Bred by its feminization, the archival profession braves the duality of a demographically 
female-dominated profession with women archivists facing traditional gender limitations. 
Bearing a resemblance to descriptions in Betty Friedan’s The Feminine Mystique, this 
archival mystique takes many forms: few women leaders; disproportionate workplace 
stress; professional development concerns; hidden, split, and ignored women’s 
collections; and inadequate understanding of professional identity and awareness of 
archives outside the profession’s private sphere. 

The research presented will examine the origins of the archival mystique and its 
consequences, and propose advocacy-based solutions. Specific attention will be given to 
the role of gender and workplace stress, as the team’s research moves toward an 
evaluation of how gender factors into the change paradigm. 

The desired outcome is to increase awareness, discover new connections, and gain insight 
that will lead to a cohesive publication. The team also hopes to garner feedback that will 
assist in the development of a survey, currently underway in consultation with faculty in 
Wayne State University's Department of Psychology. 
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