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Abstract: Archival description and access are significantly driven by the ability to identify 
specific contextual entities (e.g. people, places, organizations, events).  The identification and 
presentation of access points based on those entities has traditionally involved significant human 
effort.  Applying natural language processing (NLP) methods to automatically identify and 
extract such information has the potential not only to free up the time of archivists so they can 
focus more on processing tasks that require their judgment, but also to expose access points that 
may never have been generated by an archivist. 

The BitCurator Access project, funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, has developed 
BCA Webtools, which allow users to dynamically navigate the filesystems of disk images, as 
well as searching through the content of many common files types contained within the images.  
In this poster, we will present our vision for laying NLP and information visualization on top of 
the existing BitCurator environment and BitCurator Access Webtools.  This would be beneficial 
both for archivists (to carry out appraisal, description, reference services, discovery and review 
for sensitivity) and end users.   We will  pose a series of questions to the audience about how 
these approaches could be applied in their local institutions and which types of access points 
should receive the highest priority.  
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