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The major activity of the ALA Committee for Cataloging: Description and Access (CC:DA) 
during the 2006-2007 year continued to be review of  drafts of Resources for Description and 
Access (RDA), which will supercede the current Anglo-American Cataloging Rules (AACR2). 
The revised draft of Part A, Chapter 3 of RDA (Carrier Description) 
(http://www.collectionscanada.ca/jsc/docs/5rda-parta-ch3rev.pdf) was made available for 
comment in March 2007. The revised draft of Chapter 6 (Related Resources), and 7 (Persons, 
Families, and Corporate Bodies Associated with a Resource) 
(http://www.collectionscanada.ca/jsc/docs/5rda-parta-ch6&7rev.pdf) were made available for 
comment in June 2007.  Both drafts were sent to members of the SAA’s Description Section 
steering committee and to TSDS (Technical Subcommittee on Technical Standards) for 
comments which could be submitted as part of the ALA response by CC:DA. 
 
Of most immediate impact on decisions regarding the development of RDA were the two 
meetings of the Joint Steering Committee for the Revision of AACR (JSC). The JSC met in 
October 2006 to discuss comments received from the constituency review of part I (Resource 
Description), and concerns expressed by ALA regarding the RDA development process. The 
outcome of the meeting is available at http://www.collectionscanada.ca/jsc/0610out.html.  
 
ALA had recommended that the JSC adopt a top-down development approach for RDA; that 
AACR2 should not be the only source of ideas and practices for RDA; that the development time 
line should be revised, allowing an opportunity to review RDA as a whole; that additional 
support was needed for the development of RDA; and that the decision-making authority and 
responsibility for RDA should be clarified. In response, the JSC and editor have prepared a scope 
statement for RDA to articulate more clearly the role of the FRBR (Functional Requirements for 
Bibliographic Records) and FRAD (Functional Requirements for Authority Data) models as the 
basis for RDA parts A and B respectively; this document is available at 
http://www.collectionscanada.ca/jsc/docs/5rda-scope.pdf. The development outline has been 
revised to allow for a review of the complete draft of RDA in July-September 2008, with RDA to 
be released in early 2009. The responsibilities of the JSC, the editor, and the editorial team were 
confirmed. The JSC also discussed issues raised in constituency review of Chapters 3 (Carrier 
Description), 6 (Related Resources), and 7 (Persons, Families, and Corporate Bodies Associated 
with a Resource).  
 
Archivists should note the JSC decision concerning an extensive list of specialist cataloging 
manuals prepared by ALA for RDA; this list 
(http://www.libraries.psu.edu/tas/jca/ccda/docs/5ala3.pdf and its follow-up 
http://www.libraries.psu.edu/tas/jca/ccda/docs/5ala3-alafolup.pdf) include manuals such as 
DACS for archival resources, as well as those appropriate for other formats, languages, and 
specialties. JSC and the constituencies agreed that a combined list would be a valuable resource 
and should be maintained on the JSC web site after the publication of RDA, rather than included 
in the text itself. The JSC has not yet acted on proposals regarding authorized forms of family 
names.  



The Joint Steering Committee for Revision of AACR and the Committee of Principals for AACR 
both met in Ottawa in April 2007 and jointly reviewed progress on the development of RDA. 
Reports of the outcomes of the meeting can be found at 
http://www.collectionscanada.ca/jsc/0704out.html and 
http://www.libraries.psu.edu/tas/jca/ccda/docs/jsc0705.pdf.  
 
Archivists should note that the term “provenance,” the meaning of which differs between user 
communities, has been removed from RDA. Revised instructions concerning the creation of a 
collection or an archival resource, custodial history, and immediate source of acquisition will be 
included in the meeting minutes. The JSC also discussed the nature of the instructions that 
should be included in RDA on formulating access points for families. The issue is difficult 
because there are already differences in practice among the various communities. A new 
proposal will be prepared by the Australian Committee on Cataloging (ACOC) or its 
representative, with responses to be discussed at the October 2007 meeting.  
 
Representatives from the RDA, Dublin Core, and IEEE Learning Objects Model communities 
met at the British Library on April 30-May 1, 2007, to consider the metadata models used by 
each community. The result of this meeting was a recommendation to work jointly to develop an 
RDA Element Vocabulary, an RDA Application Profile, and formal vocabularies for the values 
of various RDA elements. The projects proposed by the meeting will greatly enhance the 
relevance of RDA in the digital environment, in the view of John Attig, the new ALA 
representative to the JSC. A report of the outcomes of the meeting is available on the British 
Library website at: http://www.bl.uk/services/bibliographic/meeting.html   
 
For further information on RDA, please consult the JSC site at 
http://www.collectionscanada.ca/jsc/rda.html, as well as the CC:DA site at 
http://www.libraries.psu.edu/tas/jca/ccda/.  
 


