2008 MayDay Activity

Blue Shield Austrailia

Blue Shield Australia (formerly the Australian National Committee of the Blue Shield) ran another MayDay Campaign in 2008, as expected. 
This year in the flier we emphasised Business Continuity as a sensible starting point for counter-disaster planning in large organisations, and through our IFLA representative were able to co-badge a series of workshops in capital cities around Australia (beginning in May) titled 'Disaster Planning for Cultural Collections'. Please see the attached flier to see these items listed at http://www.collectionscouncil.com.au/Portals/0/MayDay%20Flier%202008.pdf.
The BSA Committee has hopes to further extend the reach of MayDay next year. The Committee has asked me if we can use the concept again in 2009, and when the new logos might be available for incorporation in promotional materials associated with January conferences here.
This year we requested feedback from people on how they have responded to the MayDay 'single step' approach through the Collections Council's e-Bulletin, but have received no clear responses. We know that people like the idea from the increased email traffic on disaster related matters when promotion started, but so far no one has told us what they have actually done. I think evaluation is something the Committee may pay more attention to in 2009 or 2010.
In the meantime, the Committee itself is going from strength to strength. You can see from the webpage (http://www.collectionscouncil.com.au/blue+shield+australia.aspx) that activity has increased since the first face-to-face meeting of members in July 2008 (Please click on the following link for a bullet point summary of this meeting: http://www.collectionscouncil.com.au/Portals/0/Bullet%20points%20meeting%208%20on%20flier%20letterhead.pdf). Operating Guidelines for the non-incorporated body are just being finalised, and a Forward Plan for the next two years is in development. 
There have been a number of landmark meetings with senior people in Emergency Management Australia (FEMA equivalent) and with the Australian Defence Force (through the Australasian Civil-Military Cooperation Network), and we have made submissions to two enquiries under the new Australian government. The new political landscape seems to be bringing an openness that carries benefit for cultural heritage and emergency management interests. 
In December, members of BSA will be present at the Association of National Blue Shield Committees (ANCBS) Conference at The Hague in the Netherlands (Please click on the following link to access information about this conference: http://www.collectionscouncil.com.au/ninth+announcement+15+october+2008.aspx). We will pesent on the progress made by the Australian Committee to date, and our hopes for the future. The MayDay Campaign has been the cornerstone of achievement to date, and you can rest assured that we acknowledge the origination of the concept on every occasion. 
The ANCBS Conference will give our representatives a chance to meet Corine Wegener in person, as coordinator of the US Blue Shield Committee and member of the ANCBS. She has been a great help to me electronically on Blue Shield matters during the last year - especially in the wake of the excellent article she co-authored on Blue Shield Committees in the Getty Conservation Institute Newsletter (Please see: http://www.getty.edu/conservation/publications/newsletters/23_1/). I understand Corine was also influential in achieving the 2008 US ratification of the 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict. 
You may also like to know that as the Secretariat for Blue Shield Australia, the Collections Council of Australia has continued to work well with the archives domain this year. The Archives Survey 2007 (published in 2008) http://www.caara.org.au/ArchiveSurvey2007/Report%20on%20Archives%20Survey%202007/2007_survey.htm acknowledges the consultation that took place between the archives collecting domain and ourselves. We have also been active in liaising with the Australian Bureau of Statistics, to achieve more representative outcomes for archives organisations in this country. 
A project that I manage is to put the handbook Significance: A guide to assessing the significance of cultural heritage objects and collections (2001) into a second edition. An aim of the second edition is to address library and archive collections more directly (the first edition was directed at museums and galleries) We commissioned Professor Karen Anderson to write a paper about the fit of the 'significance' concept with archives practice. Her stimulating paper was presented in a workshop in April and has been the most visited on the webpage we developed for selected workshop papers: http://www.collectionscouncil.com.au/Default.aspx?tabid=563. I guess you may have heard all of this archives news at the ICA conference in Kuala Lumpur this year. 
I apologise for the weight of weblinks in this email, but it seemed timely to give you a proper update. It's the least I can do in thanks for allowing us access to the MayDay idea. 

- Veronica Bullock, Development Officer 


