
CRITICAL WORK
archivists as maintainers
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INVISIBILITY
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MAINTENANCE
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SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY STUDIES



WHO DOES MAINTENANCE 
WORK, WHEN AND WHERE 
AND WHY?
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INFRASTRUCTURE & REPAIR 
FEMINIST CARE ETHICS 
MAINTENANCE ART
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WHAT IS 
MAINTENANCE?
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ITERATIVE 
PRACTICE
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CONTEXTUAL 
RELATIONSHIPS
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EMOTIONAL 
LABOR
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MAINTENANCE 
WORK IS INVISIBLE
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POWER
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ARCHIVISTS HAVE AN 
INVISIBILITY PROBLEM
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ARCHIVISTS ARE 
MAINTAINERS



@helrond  bit.ly/saa-maintainers

RECORDS
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RELATIONSHIPS
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MEMORY & 
ACCOUNTABILITY
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WE ARE NOT 
ALONE
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SOLIDARITY
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WE ARE 
COMPLICIT
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STOP PUNCHING 
DOWN
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INVEST IN THEORY 
SUSTAIN EMOTIONAL LABOR 
RECOGNIZE MAINTAINERS 
CORRECT RESOURCE IMBALANCES
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WAYS OF SEEING 
WAYS OF BEING



WHO DOES MAINTENANCE 
WORK IN ARCHIVES, WHEN 
AND WHERE AND WHY?
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THANKS! 
AZRA DAWOOD 
CHELA SCOTT WEBER 
EIRA TANSEY  
JARRETT DRAKE 
MARK MATIENZO 
MAUREEN CALLAHAN 
MIKE RUSH 
STACIE WILLIAMS


