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30,000

Solvay today
At a glance

employees
145

industrial sites

21
major 

R&I centers

53
countries

€ 12.4
billion of net sales

€ 2,336
million of REBITDA

Pro forma 2015 figures including Cytec (unaudited)
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Functional
Polymers

14 Global Business Units
into 4 Operating Segments

Advanced 
Formulations

Advanced 
Materials

Performance 
Chemicals
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CSR Approach: the « Solvay Way »
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Sustainable Chemistry
Objectives by 2025
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Halar®

Energy capture

Solstick®

Energy capture

KetaSpire® PEEK
PrimoSpire® SPR

Lightweighting / 
Metal replacing

Solef® PVDF
Energy storage

F1EC
Energy storage Torlon® PAI

Structure
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Solkane®

365 mfc
Structure

6 Lightweighting / 
Metal replacing

Ixef® PARA
10

Lightweighting / 
Metal replacing

Polyamide® 6

11

Sinterline TM

Fomblin®
Lubrication 
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Non-linear 
numerical 
modeling

Numerical Simulations Emana based 
on Polyamide 66
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Bioactive apparels for pilots

Inflatable
mobile
hangar
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Outside the plane

VTM 264 Prepregs
Structure

7 TegraCore
Structure
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A long-lasting relationship with the Piccard’s

Solvay

Curie

Einstein
Planck

LorentzNernst

Poincaré

Rutherford

LangevinBrillouin
Perrin
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A long-lasting relationship with the Piccard’s

Auguste 
Piccard

Bertrand
Piccard



The long way to a sustainable chemistry

• Rise of public awareness during the 1960s

• High profile accidents in 1970s and 1980s  Growing 
regulatory framework

• Industry responses
- Responsible Care Program (1985)
- Technology development: Life-cycle assessment, Green chemistry, 

Green Engineering, Industrial ecology, Inherently safer chemical 
processes, product stewardship…

- Corporate sustainability strategies: transparent public goals

• Enlarged scope: social issues and facing world challenges
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How can business archives support sustainability?

• Internally
- Capitalization of in-house technical know-how
- Contribution to innovation projects assessment
- Contribution to environmental rehabilitation
- Support to HSE projects and crisis management

• Externally
- Transparency and improving stakeholders’ knowledge
- Sustainability studies (on economic, social & environmental issues)
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Support to sustainable innovation

• Technical Knowledge Management tool: CaSTeL
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Contribution to innovation projects assessment

• The Sustainable Portfolio Management Tool (SPM)
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Contribution to environmental rehabilitation

• Remediation projects

• Management of closed sites

• M&A projects and post-M&A claims
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Support to HSE projects and Crisis management

• Database on toxicological studies

• Occupational health

• Crisis preparation and communication
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Heritage and Corporate Social Responsibility

• 150th anniversary: a turning point

• Transparency

• Scholarly history > myths and tales

• Heritage management is part of CSR
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Sustainability studies

• Economic issues
- Strategy & organization of a multinational group
- Long term performance
- Adaptability in rapidly changing contexts

17



Sustainability studies

• Societal issues
- Full-fledged social policy
- Industrial relations & labor organization
- Support to science & education
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Sustainability studies

• Environmental issues
- Effluents and waste management
- Vinyl Chloride toxicity
- Chlorine chemistry and CFC’s under public pressure
- PVC recycling
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Concluding remarks

- Multiple uses of business archives for more sustainable and 
responsible organizations

- Strategic positioning of corporate archives to become themselves 
sustainable into the organization
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Thank you for your attention !
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